
With great pleasure we 
welcome to Great Lakes 
Harpers Annual Conference 
the internationally known composer, harpist and 
multi-instrumentalist William Jackson. 
 
William Jackson is in demand as a composer of sensitive 
music, and increasingly as a producer with a expanding 
resume of music production credits. He is currently touring 
the U.S. in a program called The Masters of the Celtic Harp 
with Gráinne Hambly, accomplished Irish harpist. In 1999, 
William was announced the winner of the “Song for Scot-
land” competition, which was organized to find an anthem 
for the new era in Scotland. His winning composition, ‘Land 
of Light,’ was released on CD in March 1999 to much ac-
claim. ‘Land of Light’ was performed at Edinburgh Castle on 
July 27th, 2000 at a special performance to mark the 100th 
birthday of the Queen Mother, and was featured in the Edin-
burgh Tattoo 50th Anniversary in August 2000. 
      William’s main instrument for performance is of course 
the Scottish harp, or clarsach, which he also teaches. He is 
also an adept performer on the wire strung harp, flute, whistle, 
uillean pipes and piano. An additional field of major interest to 
William is Music Therapy. He trained as a music therapist at 
the London Guildhall School of Music, and specializes in work-
ing with children with cerebral palsy and autism. He currently 
heads a Music Therapy program at Mission Children’s Hospi-
tal, Asheville, North Carolina.
      At the GLH conference William will teach three workshops: 
Pipe and fiddle tunes for harp, Using the harp in music thera-
py, and Creating accompaniments (please see schedule). He 
will perform in our Saturday evening concert at 7:30pm and 
Sunday afternoon concert at 1:30pm in NIU Music Building 
recital hall.
      More information about William Jackson, his work and 
discography can be found at www.harp.dial.pipex.com.
       
Great Lakes Harpers, founded in 1986, is a midwest regional 
chapter of The International Society of Folk Harpers and 
Craftsmen, Inc. (ISFHC). GLH serves amateur and professional 
players, builders, dealers of harp-related products, and all who 
appreciate and support the art of small harp music-making in 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, 
South Dakota and North Dakota. www.greatlakesharpers.org.

Great Lakes Harpers

10th Biennial
Folk Harp 
Conference
October 24, 25, 26, 2008

 Featured Faculty and Performers

Alison Attar • Annette Bjorling • Liz Cifani  
Nanette Felix • Aislinn Gagliardi

 Ida Gannon • Joy Yu Hoffman • Carl Johnson 
Cynthia Shelhart • Melani Wiltsie

Kelly Yousoufian

Conference Highlights

Friday Night Session @ 7pm
Saturday  & Sunday Workshops & Concerts

Saturday Night Concert @ 7:30pm
featuring Bill Jackson, Alison Attar,
 Aislinn Gagliardi & Cindy Shelhart

Sunday Afternoon Concert @ 1:30pm
featuring Bill Jackson, Liz Cifani 

& Joy Yu Hoffman



 
 
Schedule: Great Lakes Harpers Regional Conference
_______________________________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY, October 24,  6 PM  -10 PM, Comfort Inn Party Room

6 PM - 7 PM Late Registration/ Check in.
  GLH Board Meeting

7 PM - 10 PM Music session. Refreshments. Information. Fellowship.

_________________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY, October 25, Workshops, 9 AM - 5 PM, NIU Music Building  

9 AM  Annette Bjorling: Klezmer Tunes & Dances
  Bill Jackson: Pipe and Fiddle Tunes for Harp
  Kelly Yousoufian: Off to a Good Start; Hints for New Harpers

10 AM  Exhibits Open: Harps makers and Music, etc. Coffee available.  

11 AM  Ida Gannon:: Sacred Tunes from Lead Sheets
  Alison Attar: Techniques for Early Harp and Useful for All
  Annette Bjorling: Music for Harp Circles

12:30 PM LUNCH SERVED

1:30 PM Alison Attar: Repertoire Sources for Early Music
  Carl Johnson & Kelly Yoakam:  Irish Music and Cultural Nationalism: 
   The Legacy of Turlough O’Carolan from 1760 to 1840
  Bill Jackson: Using the harp iin music therapy

3:30 PM Bill Jackson: Creating Accompaniments
  Kelly Yousoufian:  Starting and Organizing your Gigging Life
  Carl & Mona Johnson: German Songs with Harp

6 PM  Exhibits close.

6 - 7 PM Dinner in Area Restaurants

7:30 PM Saturday Evening Concert. Reception to follow.
  Bill Jackson, Alison Attar, Aislinn Gagliardi, Cindy Shelhart

____________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, October 26, Workshops, 9 AM - 12 PM, NIU Music Building

9 AM    Aislinn Gagliardi:  Dance Tunes for Harp
  Cindy Shelhart:  Rounds and Canons for Harp Ensemble

10 AM  Exhibits Open: Harps makers and Music, etc. Coffee available.

11 AM   Liz Cifani: Improv Techniques & Using the Double Harp
  Aislinn Gagliardi: Building Accompaniments

12:30 PM LUNCH SERVED

1:30 PM  Sunday Afternoon Concert
  Liz Cifani, Bill Jackson, Joy Yu Hoffman



Registration:  Great Lakes Harpers Regional Conference

EARLY REGISTRATION REQUESTED

$80  Full day Conference including Sat. & Sun. workshops, 2 lunches and 2 concerts
$50  Saturday workshops, lunch and concert
$40  Sunday workshops, lunch and concert
$8  per person extra lunches
$10  per person concert at the door
$____ Donation to travel fund for artist

$_____GLH Membership or renewal: $5 Youth, $10 Regular, $25 Sponsor.

Great Lakes Harpers, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3) cultural and educational organization.
Please contact Jean Humphery for more information 630-584-5259


